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Seal of Approval - September 2011

The PEPOA
Board of Directors and Staff
wishes all Penn Estates
Residents Season’s Greetings
and a Healthy and
Prosperous 2012!

By Lucy Jacobsen, Real Estate Committee Co-Chair
The Penn Estates Real Estate Committee proudly presents the SEAL OF APPROVAL
to Ellen and Fred Stanley. They have been residents of Penn Estates for several years and
have always taken pride in their home. Ellen is an active member of the Recreation
Committee
and runs
Tuesday
Night Bingo.
If you
would like to
see your
home
featured,
keep it neat,
clean and
appealing
and you may
be next.

Seal of Approval - October 2011
By Lucy Jacobsen, Real Estate Committee Co-Chair
The Penn Estates Real Estate Committee proudly presents the SEAL OF APPROVAL
to Deborah and Diona Washington for a great Halloween Decor.
The Washington family are residents of Penn Estates who each year love to decorate
and enjoy the holiday season. Halloween is one of their favorite and they enjoy decorating
and giving out candy to the trick-or-treaters. You cannot miss their house as you drive into
the Highlands. Congratulations Deborah and Diona on a job well done!
Christmas is coming, who will be the next winner…?
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President’s Message

Manager’s Report

By Richard Way, President, PEPOA Board of Directors

By Laura Jones, CM
I would like to thank everyone for your patience while the roads were being repaired.
Since we’re thinking about roads, I would like to remind everyone that the winter weather
is coming which means S-N-O-W. Please be cautious of the road crews, remember to
remove items such as basketball nets and trash cans from the right-of-way areas so they do
not impede the plows and make every attempt to keep vehicles off the roadways overnight. The maintenance team has 27 miles of roads to clear when it snows and every effort
helps them get the job done well and safely.
On behalf of the management and staff of PEPOA I would like to wish all a safe and
happy Holiday Season.

Planning for the Reconstruction of Penn Estates Drive
The Long Range Planning Committee has been working with the Board and Management to develop a comprehensive strategic plan for Penn Estates. Although the plan will
not be completed until sometime in 2012, it is already clear that the reconstruction of Penn
Estates Drive (PE DR) is one of the highest priorities in the community. Our homeowners
sent a strong message to this effect in the budget survey that was conducted in 2010. The
survey item: “repair our roads, especially PE DR”, received the second highest score in
the survey.
A “new” PE DR is needed not only to handle the heavy traffic load of our homeowners
and visitors, it is also important in enhancing our property values. PE DR is the entry
showcase to our community. It presents the first impression to potential home buyers.
There have been discussions about the condition of PE DR in Board meetings and
Community Forums at least as far back as 2006. Patching of the roadway has been done
annually but we are at the point where we are patching the patches. No serious effort has
been undertaken until now to determine what needs to be done to fix PE DR right, how
much it will cost and how we’ll pay for it.
At the suggestion of the Buildings, Grounds and Roadways Committee liaison, Sean
Reilly, the Board recently hired a professional engineering firm, Reilly Associates, to
inspect and evaluate PE DR (by the way, there is no connection or relationship between
Reilly Associates and Sean Reilly). Reilly Associates completed most of the inspection
work in October. After some core samples are taken from the roadway and evaluated,
Reilly Associates will provide us with their recommendations on what type of reconstruction work is needed on a section-by-section basis, depending on the condition of each
section of the roadway. Some sections of PE DR will only require resurfacing, while other
sections will require pavement removal and repair, or even complete removal and reconstruction of the road base, prior to repaving. Reilly Associates will also give us a rough
estimate of the cost to do the reconstruction.
Once the scope of the reconstruction
work is defined, the next step will be to
obtain firm bids from contractors. Reilly
Associates will prepare the contract bid
documents and specifications, assist us in
The official publication of the
evaluating the bids, and make recommenPenn Estates Property Owners Assoc.
dations to us regarding selection of
contractors.
Editor ............... Nancy Padilla
Then comes the hard part…figuring out
Staff .................. Jane Harris
how we are going to pay for the PE DR
Jodie Reilly
reconstruction project. The Board will
Jim Lyons
work with the Finance Committee and
Sharon Kennedy
Management to identify a viable funding
Steve Pratt
strategy. There is already an effort underMatt Jacobsen
way, spearheaded by Director Roy
Contributors .... David Juliano
Woodson, to try and find new sources of
revenue to help us pay for the project.
Some ideas have been generated in a
To submit an article or contact the
brainstorming session, but at this point
Editor or Staff, send an email:
there is nothing we can “take to the bank”.
pepoaharmony@gmail.com
It is likely that we homeowners will have to
pay 100%, or close to it, of the project cost
For advertising information:
using some or all of the following revenue
sources:
• PEPOA’s cash assets
4 Phyllis Court, Stroudsburg PA 18360
• Dues
phone (570) 476-3103
• Special assessments
fax (570) 476-3104
• Bank loan
PennEstates@cnpnet.com
Until we know the cost and a have a
funding plan established we cannot
The acceptance of advertising in the Penn Estates
determine when the project will start or
Harmony does not constitute endorsement by the
how long it will last. We may have to do
Penn Estates Property Owners Association or Comthe work in stages over several years to
munity Newspaper Publishers, Inc. Position of
advertisements is not guaranteed. All advertising
control spending on the project in sync
is subject to acceptance by the editor and pubwith our ability to pay for it.
lisher. The publisher is not responsible for errors
The way forward will be clearer by
in ads or claims made by advertisers.
spring 2012.

Harmony

Community Newspaper Publishers

Not only am I a Real Estate Agent, I’m also your Neighbor;
I live here too. Allow me to be of service to you when it
comes to selling or buying a home in Penn Estates.
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How to Raise Property Values
Curb Appeal is Key
By Lucy Jacobsen, Real Estate Committee Co-Chair
Do you remember the first time you came into Penn Estates looking for your dream
home? I do, and the first thing I looked at was the condition of the properties around the
houses we were looking at. Curb appeal, the first thing any potential buyer sees when then
come into our community. The condition of the front gate, mail boxes, pool and amenity
areas, which are maintained by our maintenance staff.
But who takes care of the homes? You, the homeowner. It is our responsibility to
maintain the outside of our homes not just the inside. Just think of your first visit and how
much you loved the home you purchased. Did you look around to see the other homes? If
they were unkept, would you have thought twice about buying your home?
As homeowners, it is up to you to maintain the beauty of this community and entice
potential buyers to want to purchase. So as a community, let us unite and maintain our
properties. Talk to your neighbors and keep the momentum going. Let them know that
you want to keep our community clean, neat and beautiful. If everyone does their part,
Penn Estates will be the place people want to live in. We need to do everything we can to
make this a community of choice and increase the value of all our homes!
If you see a property that is not neat and clean, please contact the Admin office or send
an e-mail to the Real Estate Committee at PEREALCOMM@YAHOO.COM and we will
address it. Let us be a community united for the benefit of all.

PENN ESTATES HARMONY

Cars for Charity
By Joanna Huffman, PEPOA Administration Office
Do you have a broken down, dented, unwanted or just an unused car that is just sitting
in your driveway and you are unsure what to do with it. Donate it to charity. Making a car
or boat donation is quicker and more convenient than selling it.
Have the title notarized, call one of the below listed charities, and a wrecker will be
dispatched to pick up the vehicle. All vehicle donations are tax deductible and a tax credit
receipt will be issued.
These are just a few of the many charities that accept car donations.
• Outreach Center – Donate cars for Kids: 1-800-515-6789; outreachcenter.org
• Charity Cars – Cars for struggling families: 1-800-242-7489; 800charitycars.org
• Donate Car USA – Cars for cancer patients: 1-800-269-6814, donatecarusa.com
• Cars for Vets – Donate cars for Veterans: 1-800-409-3274; carsforvets.org

SAVE ENERGY & PROTECT Your HOME
With SIDING, ROOFING and WINDOWS
Siding
Windows
Roofing
Additions
Kitchens & Baths
Basements & Decks
Masonry
Water and Fire Damage

Board Meeting 11/4/2011

Treasurer’s Report
By Michele Valerio Trinkle, Treasurer
Results as of October 31, 2011
Collections of 2011 maintenance fees (dues) in October through the 31st were
$15,009.08 Year to date maintenance fee collections are 1,705,022.57, which is
100.13% of the 2011 maintenance fee budget and is approximately 2% higher than the
amount collected at this same time last year.
Collections of prior year’s dues through October 31st were $6,513.18. Year to date
we have collected $77,068.41 which is 111.69% of the 2011 budget for this item.
Collections of interest on late payments & collections fees through October 31st
were $4,866.41. Year to date we have collected $74,608.82 which is 93.26% of the
2011 budget for these items.
Collections of CIF (Capital Improvement Fee) funds through October 31st were
$9,315.00 from the sale of eight homes. Year to date we have collected $48,335.00 on
the sale of 39 homes. This is 65.51% of the 2011 budget for this item which is based on
the sale of 62 homes. Note: CIF funds are not part of our operating income; these funds
go to our capital reserve account to fund future capital projects.
As of October 31st the Association had cash assets of $1,354,680.38 with
$698,429.01 in operating accounts and $656,251.37 in capital/reserve accounts.
Please note that the 2012 Final Budget will be approved by the Board on November
19, 2011 at the Special Board Meeting.
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Low Monthly
Payments!
to Qualified Buyers
Call Today!

FREE STORM
DOOR
WITH ANY
COMPLETE SIDING

• BAYS • BOWS • COMPOSITE WOOD WINDOWS
• SLIDERS • CASEMENTS • DOUBLE HUNG
• ENTRY DOORS • STORM DOORS

BUY 5 WINDOWS GET
1 FREE WINDOW
Now And Save $500
$500 Buy
Any Kitchen, Bathroom, Basement,
OFF
OFF
or Major Renovation
PA
PAA Lic.-000051
P
LLic.-000051
ic.-000051

C
C

hamber
of
ommerce

Visit Our Website: www.CountryWidellc.com

Call Today
Toll Free

1-866-690-4450
®

39 Crystal Street • East Stroudsburg

FREE ESTIMATES

®

Let Our Family Serve Your Family
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Community Corner
Birthday Wishes

Drop Off Located at the
Administration Office
All donations must be unwrapped

Happy Holidays!!
REAL ESTATE SALES

PE Community Website:

www.pepoa.org

Collecting unemployment? Have an
interest in learning while you
collect? Positions available. Dennis
Mooney, Associate Broker/
Recruiter (570) 421-8950 Ext.
349 dmooney@wilkins1.com

November 18th
November 20th
November 27th
November 27th
December 2nd
December 5th
December 6th
December 7th
December 11th
December 15th
December 17th
December 21st
December 28th
December 28th
December 31st
January 1st
January 6th
January 10th
January 20th
January 23rd
January 26th
January 27th

Happy Birthday Dennis Wilkins
Happy 7th Birthday Emily Alonge
Happy Birthday Christopher and Michael Casey
Happy Birthday Joanna Huffman
Happy Birthday Gianna Rose Auriella
Happy Birthday John Bradley
Happy Birthday Christopher Jacobsen
Happy Birthday Stephanie Polemir
Happy Birthday Mary Louise Smith
Happy Birthday Rachel Martenco
Happy Birthday Keesha Bruno
Happy 1st Birthday Aniyah Baker
Happy Birthday Alexis Hightman
Happy Birthday Leighton
Happy Birthday Mark Small
Happy Birthday Sandy Black
Happy Birthday Gavin Skylar Lopez
Happy Birthday Valerie Conforte
Happy Birthday Lavina Dias
Happy Birthday Gabi Conforte
Happy Birthday Shanna Brigdlal
Happy Birthday David Juliano

Email special announcements for Community Corner to: pepoaharmony@gmail.com
(don’t forget to include your name, lot/section and phone number).

True Love Grows in Brooklyn
By Frances Ruocco

Snow
plowing

Penn Estates resident special
Pre-pay for the entire snow season:

Only $100

You laugh, cry and share the past with those
you know and love and appreciate a loved
one’s struggle to survive after the loss of a
special person in their life.
To order an autographed copy email
ruoccotrlv@verizon.net, go online to
www.truelovegrowsinbrooklyn.com
or have your book store order a copy.

WET BASEMENT/CRAWL SPACE?
MOLD PROBLEM?

INTEGRA-CLEAN & DRY
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Over 40 Systems Available - Some No Digging
Fully Transferable Written Guarantee - Water
Certified Mold Removal Anywhere in Your Home
Fully Staffed Office
✓ Free Written Estimates
Financing Available
✓ Super Testimonials
We Exceed Customer’s Expectations!

Locally Owned - Nationally Known

Some restrictions apply

Call Tom
Penn Estates homeowner

(570) 629-4602

Registration#
PA018752

www.integracleanpa.com

1-877-DRY-U-NOW
(1-877-379-8669)
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This is Cub Reporter Matthew
Jacobsen saying till the next big
event and till the next article, stay in
harmony with our community.

Fall Festival
The Second Annual Fall Festival that took place on October 2nd was fun for children
of all ages. The event, which was sponsored by the Recreation Committee, was suppose to
run from 1 o’clock to 4 o’clock, but due to weather it was shortened up.
Held out on the field, there was a petting zoo, pumpkins to pick, face painting and
even pony rides for all the kids. Along with a few vendors everyone had something to do.
After picking their pumpkins kids could paint faces on them as well.
While the kids got to ride the pony’s they had a chance to get their pictures taken.
Thanks to the effects of the chairs to rec, Lucy Jacobsen and Drina Juliano, and all the
other volunteers this years Fall Festival was a great success.
This is Cub Reporter Matthew Jacobsen saying till the next big event and till the next
article, stay in harmony with our community.

Halloween Bash in Penn Estates
This years Haunted House was, once again, a great success and had an amazing turn
out. The event was ran and organized by Michael Casey, Aaron Ellis,
Brian and Christopher Jacobsen and Jim Pepper and was sponsored
by the Recreation Committee.
Even though it was only two nights, all the volunteersa that were
involved put their time and efforts into scaring the people of Penn
Estates and so we went to send a special thank you to all the kids of
Penn Estates for their part in the Haunted House.
In the same weekend as the Haunted House Penn Estates held the
annual Halloween Party. Once again sponsored by the Recreation
Committee this event drew in a lot of interesting characters. From
music, to games to arts and crafts and some good food this event went
off very well. Again thank you to all the volunteers for their help and
thank you to everyone who came out in the snow to make this event
possible.
This is Cub Reporter Matthew Jacobsen saying till the next big
event and till the next article, stay in harmony with our community.

Murder Mystery Dinner
Coming to the Oak Room in February there will be a murder
mystery dinner taking place. Written and directed by myself and my
brother Christopher we are looking forward to a successful night.
We are looking for actors, experience isn’t necessary but is totally
a plus. The characters are very colorful and each has their own
personality. We have a total of seven characters. We have our
narrator, a butler, our host, Mr. Johnson and of course our guest, Mr.
Smith, Mrs. White, Mr. Doe, Ms. Jackson and Dr. Stevens.
I could go into great detail on what we are looking for in terms of
how we want actors to get in touch with character, but if you are
interested in being in this place and want to get further details you can
contact me at my email, mattthecub@yahoo.com.
Auditions will be held in early December in the Oak Room.
This is Cub Reporter Matthew Jacobsen saying till the next big
event and till the next article, stay in harmony with our community.

PENN ESTATES HARMONY
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Penn Estates Cancer Walk
This year was Penn Estates 5th Annual Making Strides Walk where all the proceeds
went to the American Cancer Society. Team Penn Estates Pride Relay for Life, captained
by Patricia Jackson-Scott and co-captained by Maureen Robinson and Joanna Huffman
they lead over 50 people through the roads of Penn Estates.
In total the event raised 800$ and along with the 2,676$ raised at the Scramble Against
Cancer event, held this year, Team Penn Estates earned a Bronze level for the 2012 Relay
for Life. Along wit hall the vendors and volunteers involved this event was a huge
success.
A special thanks to Maureen Robinson, Joanna Huffman, Laura Jones, Lisa Hoey,
Joanne Way, Lucy Jacobsen, Jeannine Spaduccini, and Jody Perkin for their help to this
great cause.
This is Cub Reporter Matthew Jacobsen saying till the next big event and till the next
article, stay in harmony with our community.

Spaghetti Dinner
On November 6th Penn Estates held a spaghetti dinner to raise money on the new
playground for Penn Estates. With good sauce, well made meatballs and of course plenty
of spaghetti to go around it was a huge success.
Big thanks to Lucy Jacobsen, Drina Juliano Jody and Jeannine Perkin, and Maureen
Robinson for all their hard work. From preparing the sauce and pasta to all the other foods
and desserts that were set up they made this event possible. Also a big thanks to all the
volunteers who helped with serving the food.
This is Cub Reporter Matthew Jacobsen saying till the next big event and till the next
article, stay in harmony with our community.
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Out About
Things to Do and See in the Poconos
By Sharon Kennedy
I cannot believe that Thanksgiving is just a couple weeks away and the stores are
already filled with Christmas seasonal items! The seasons seem to be speeding up each
year, especially this year with our early snow. It has been quite the year of power outages!
I hope that winter treats us kindly, while providing enough snow to make all you snow
bunnies happy. I also hope that you and your family have a wonderful holiday season,
whatever holiday you choose to celebrate.
So, what is there to do in the Poconos?!? SKI, and SKI, and SKI some more, of course.
Skiing and snowboarding are so much a part of the Poconos that I won’t even lists the
numerous events and special ski days. Here are some of the other upcoming events around
the area. As always, I take my information from internet sites. Please call to confirm dates
and times and costs.
There will be lots of family Christmas events over the next month or two. Quiet Valley
Living Historical Farm has their Annual Olde Time Christmas events on Saturdays and
Sundays in December. Call 992-6161. Beginning on 12/2
and running every weekend until December 18th, Jim
Thorpe also does an Olde Time Christmas Celebration.
There are train rides with Santa, strolling musicians and
carolers, and other entertainment. Call 1-888JIMTHORPE. Closer to home, you can enjoy the Tree
Lighting Festival in Downtown Stroudsburg on 11/25.
Call 434-0325 for more information.
Shawnee hosts many events throughout the year. The
Centennial Winter Carnival will be at the Shawnee Inn
and Golf resort. Call 1-800-shawnee. The Shawnee
Playhouse will have The Messiah on 12/20. There are
other plays related to the season in December, such as
Christmas Wizard of Oz and Home for the Holidays. Call
570-5093. They also have Nastar races (skiing for all age
groups) at Shawnee on the Delaware. Call 421-7231.
If you are feeling particularly hardy, you could take
the Winter Survival Hike on 12/3 at the Pocono Environmental Education Center. Call 828-2319. Or you can
participate in a variety of events hosted by the Monroe
County Environmental Education Center. For example,
they have a program on Pennsylvania Black Bears on 12/
1. Call 629-3061. If you feel less hardy but want an
outdoors experience, try the Santa Express on the
Stourbridge Line Rail Excursions out of Honesdale. Call
866-637-2457.
Weather permitting, you could do some fun activities
on your own. There is sledding at the Stroudsburg
Wesleyan Church on 5th street, and ice skating at
Albertson Park Pond, Gregory’s Pond, Laurel Street
Pond and Zacharias Pond. You can go cross country
skiing on the Levee Loop trail or the Zacharias Pond Park
Trail or at Yetter Park.
Stroud Regional offers many programs throughout the
year for young and old. There are too many to list. For
example, from 3-7 on December 17th, Santa Claus is
Coming to Town at the Day Street Community Center.
The cost is $17 for the first child and $10 for each
additional child. Registration for this program (and for
many of the programs) is required one week in advance.
They have fitness classes for adults and seniors, yoga,
pilates, salsa dancing, and QiGong. There is Knitting,
Crocheting, Photography and American Red Cross
Training. There are programs for pre-schoolers, youth
and teens. Call 426-1512 or go to www.srosrc.org for
more information.
Whatever you decide to do, find some time for fun!

“Protecting our environment one tank at a time”

570-213-4253
24 Hour Emergency Pumping

Service, Repairs, Maintenance, Excavating

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Well Pumps, Septic Pumps, Interior/Exterior Grinder Pumps,
Drains Unclogged, Tank Cleaning, Leak Detection
Low competitive prices

Help our environment. Pump out your tank every 2 to 3 years!
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Halloween
Many residents, families and friends came out to enjoy the Halloween festivities
hosted by the Recreation Committee

PENN ESTATES HARMONY
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HOPE STARTS HERE
Annual Penn Estates
Breast Cancer 5K Walk
October 2nd 2011
This year’s Annual Penn Estates Making Strides Walk was held on Sunday, October
2nd with over 50 people walking together. A special thanks to Pat Jackson, Honorary Team Captain, organizers Joanna Huffman and Maureen Robinson, and all of
the participants and volunteers.

PENN ESTATES HARMONY
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Recreation Committee Presents:

Celebrate 2012!!
12-31-11
Oak Room
8:00 Pm - till you drop!
16 and Over Only!
Tickets must be purchased at the Admin. Office
no later than 12/23/11 - or call 570-421-4265

Enjoy a night of Music & Dancing!!
(Serving Dinner - BYOB )
Tickets are $15 per person. Reservations required.
If you purchase 8 tickets you will receive a $10 discount!
Children’s New Years Eve Party
for children 15 and under. $10 per child (includes food & drinks)
Must sign up ahead of time. They will be located in the lower
level of the Oak Room building.

PENN ESTATES HARMONY
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This is a Leash...and there are Laws
Requiring its Use!
> It’s the best way to keep your dog uninjured; it restrains your pet from darting
into traffic - eliminating pain and veterinary bills.
> It’s the best good-neighbor policy maker, keeping your pet from any sort of
trespassing (destructive or otherwise) on your neighbor’s lands or on public
sidewalks. It will also keep your pet from jumping up on people.

If your average annual
utilities are $4,200, we can
save you $1,050 annually
or $10,500 in 10 years!
Electronics
7%

Other
8%
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y
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Heating &
Cooling 49%

Lighting
10%
98% Efficient Water Heaters

Washer &
Dryer 6%
Dishwasher
2%
Refrigerator
5%

Water
Heater
13%

Save 25%
on your
utility
bill!

S.J. O’Hara Inc.
Mechanical Contractor
Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning

What is a Mini-Split?
Like your refrigerator, heat pumps use
electricity to pump refrigerant and transfer
heat from one space to another. When we
transfer heat from within our home to the
outdoors, we call it “air conditioning.”
Conversely, when we transfer heat from
the outdoors to within the home we call it
a “heat pump.”

570.620.HEAT (4328)
FAX 570.620.0750
20 years experience
Seamus O’Hara
PA Reg#: PA016449

All children must remain downstairs.

Fall Cleaning!
A cleaner chimney means a cleaner interior
environment. It is more efficient and safer
for your family, too. Take advantage of our
cleaning special now and be sure your chimney
is clean and ready for the heating season!

Professional Chimney
Sweep Specials $
00

95

We sweep your chimney, remove
any debris and leave your property
as clean as we found it.

Reliable Chimney Sweep
Fully Insured and Certified

Call Joe at (570) 588-0595
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Give it Up
By Jane Harris, Communications Committee
Last year at this time I wrote an article called “The Giving Tree.” The theme was
based on giving without expecting anything in return. Gifting has grown to outrageous
proportions during the holiday season and the state of the economy threatened this
tradition. It appears that not much has changed. Indeed, joblessness, foreclosures and big
business failures are still in the headlines and our own backyards.
We have learned to separate wants from needs, but the holiday season is bearing down
with the usual in-your-face fury. Lots of stuff in the stores. Kids still making lists of “gotta
haves” and parents trying to figure out how to be Santa Claus in spite of financial circumstance. In reality, as stark and harsh as it may seem, it really is the thought that counts.
Wanting is euphoric and getting often doesn’t live up to the hype. There are lots of ways
to put a smile on someone’s face and fill your own heart with a healthy dose of endorphins. Priceless.
Perhaps now might be the time to reevaluate extended family giving. Drawing a
number lottery style shortens your gift list and eases the strain on your budget.
If baking is your thing then give a bit of what you do well. Mix up a batch of egg nog
and share the good cheer. Homemade soup will be appreciated by a neighbor as will a
visit from you if he or she is elderly or ill. Second hand stores offer toys, books, glassware
and bric-a-brac sometimes in the original packaging. Jackets and hoodies in very good
condition are possible to find and keep someone warm and fashionable this winter.
Get your creative juices going with clever ways to wrap your cookies, egg nog or jam
using tins, baskets, glassware, fabric napkins and other items hidden in your cupboards
and closets. Pack up stuff you no longer need and give it to a group or an individual in
need. You’ll feel better and will do the planet a favor....recycling goods and good.

Brian M. Safin Electrical Service

(570) 424-7649
• All types of electrical work • Family owned
• We care about our customers • FREE ESTIMATES
• Over 20 years experience • FULLY INSURED

Mahjong
By Clarice Wilkens, Recreation Committee
MahJong meets every Monday at 11:45am and plays until 4:30pm in the Oak Room.
We are looking for more players. You don’t need to know how to play, we will teach you.
It is a fun game and we have lots of fun playing. If interested please call or e-mail Clarice
Wilkens. 570-421-0391 or clarice7@ptd.net Hope to hear from you

www.SafinElectric.com
PAOAGHIC: 001103
References Available - No Job Too Small
Saturday Hours Available - Credit Cards Accepted

“AND
MORE”

Hauling and Delivery
> Snow Removal

Pocono
Home Services
Dependable Quality Since 1987

(570) 236-5208
Home Renovation • Repair • Maintenance
Professional Painting • Carpentry • Plumbing
Insurance Restoration
“Foreclosure Rehab Specialists”

• Firewood
• Yard Clean-ups
• Junk Removal
• Sand & Gravel

• Driveway Stone
• Decorative Stone
• Screened Topsoil
• Colored Mulch
• Fill Dirt

• Lawn Installation
• Retaining Walls
• Landscaping
• Pavers, Walks, Patios
• Powerwashing

Service you can count on! 570-421-2165

We Repair
Skylights

Suntunnels
installed
as low as

Repairs to complete replacements
ed
oriz
h
t
Au
Co.
ice
v
r
Se

$687

NO LEAKS • NO WORRIES

Skylight Solution
A Roofing & Building By Bruce division
2070 Milford Road, East Stroudsburg PA

(570) 424-8891

info@brucescentral.com

December 2011/January 2012

WWW.PEPOA.ORG

PENN ESTATES HARMONY

11

Security Message

347.400.8843

570.421.1326

SIMMONDS

S E

ELECTRIC

INDUSTRIAL • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
Maintenance and Installation
HENRICK SIMMONDS
PRESIDENT

290 PENN ESTATES
EAST STROUDSBURG PA

By Chief Clemens
Well, I’m sad to say that summer is over and winter is sneaking up on us. Please
remember to drive slowly during inclement weather, especially around the bus stop areas.
There seems to have been some confusion with the proper number to call at the
welcome center. There is an emergency number and a separate number to call in your
guests. Please remember these numbers so you do not hold up a line for someone who
may be calling with an actual emergency. The Emergency line is 570-424-7042. To call in
a guest the number is 570-424-7047. For an emergency please call 911 first before calling
Public Safety. Most of the times after calling 911 the county control dispatchers will
notify us but to be on the safe side; don’t assume they will, please call us after you’ve
called 911.
As of Friday, October 7th The BOD approved Resolution # BD2011-52 based on: The
Community safety committee extending the No Tolerance Zone time until 8PM and
making it effective year round for the area that encompasses all community common
space between the Mailbox pavilion and the baseball field will ensure the safety of the
persons using the amenities within that area (Swimming pool, Basketball and tennis courts
and the baseball diamond). The 8PM time also corresponds with high traffic periods in the
mailbox pavilion, weekend pool closure times in the summer months, and when many of
the children of PEPOA members head home from the basketball courts during the summer
months and during school year. So the new times for the zero tolerance zones will be from
6:30 am – 8pm. Please be aware of these areas.
The NO PARKING area at the new mailbox pavilion; although some might think it’s
harmless to park where it clearly marked NO PARKING, others are finding it difficult to
make the turn out of the parking lot. Since I cannot feasibly have an Officer stationed at
the mailboxes watching for parking offenders, I have put in a request to have a surveillance camera installed to monitor license; there will be a sign added to the pavilion stating
that the license plates are being recorded citations will mailed out to offenders.. If an
Officer happens to witness an offender they have been instructed to stop the individual
and issue a community citation.
Please be courteous to your neighbors and on behalf of the Penn Estates Department of
Public Safety; have a safe winter and try to stay warm.

Kelly Danges, Owner
Danges Home Improvement, LLC t/a

“A” Full Service CHIMNEY COMPANY!
Owner-operated, 15+ years of experience
and continuing education!
Top-notch service to keep you feeling safe and comfortable.
Some of the services we provide are:
• SWEEPS • EVALUATIONS • RELINING
• CHIMNEY & MASONRY REPAIR
• WOOD, COAL, GAS & PELLET STOVES SOLD & INSTALLED
• CAPS & DAMPERS INSTALLED • WATERPROOFING
• ROOF & SIDING INSTALLATION & REPAIR
DRYER VENT CLEANING & REPLACEMENT
• AND MUCH MORE!

“FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING AND WEEKEND
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE”

570-422-6975
East Stroudsburg, PA
IRA ROSENBLUM
CSIA #3540 - Insured

A Single Source Provider ® of
Fire and Water Damage Restoration and Reconstruction
(570) 629-0233 • Fax (570) 629-7170

Preferred Painting Co.
Full Service Professional Painter - Inside and Out
25 years experience
Reasonable Prices • References Available
Power Washing • Window Recaulked and Glazed
Jobs Done On Time • Fully Insured • Free Estimates

(570) 828-6686
“I put the needs of the customer first”
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Creativity, Hard Work vs. Mother Nature

Volunteer Spotlight

By Jodie Reilly, Communications Committee
This is a shout-out to our Recreation Committee at Penn Estates led by co-chairs Drina
Juliano and Lucy Jacobsen. This past spring, summer and fall, the entire Recreation
Committee and its volunteer auxiliary members have come up with so many wonderful
family events. There is so much detail and organization that accompanies these events
with each member and volunteer spending hours making food and decorations, overseeing
activities and hosting the whole project.
Even though it’s sometimes difficult to get a decent turnout for these family friendly
occasions, the real party-pooper this year was Mother Nature. We had a very rainy, nasty
spring, followed by a spotty hot and wet summer, with a hurricane thrown in - and the
ultimate insult of snow for all of the Halloween festivities.
The Recreation Committee has always had an energetic group of hard workers with
creative ideas to bring all Penn Estates residents together to enjoy our community and our
neighbors. Let’s hope that attendance increases and that Mother Nature cooperates a bit
better next year. Congratulations to all members of the Recreation Committee for their
ingenuity and community spirit.

Ellen Phillips

December 2011/January 2012

Penn Estates Resident
Member of Penn Estates Senior
Community Day Volunteer
In November of 2000,
Ellen and her husband
purchased their home here in
Penn Estates. Living in Long
Island they had intended for
this to be their weekend
residence, however they soon
made it their permanent
residence. Prior to purchasing
their home, they visited the
community and attended
“seniors” meetings. After Jack
passed away in 2005, Ellen
continued to be active with
the “seniors” group.
Although Ellen is not a
committee member, she
attends board meetings, board
workshops, participates and
volunteers at Penn Estates
events. When the call came
out for volunteers for the
2005 Community Day, Ellen
came out, volunteered to
serve food and continues to volunteer at committee day every year. Ellen can also be
found at bingo on Tuesday evenings in the Penn Estates Community Center.
Outside of the community, Ellen is a member of the Lady’s Guild at Our Lady of
Victory Church in Tannersville, PA. She volunteers at the church’s annual bazaar and
other Lady’s Guild events.
Thank you Ellen for being an active member of our community!

Handy Man
HOME RENOVATIONS • FULLY INSURED
NO JOB TOO SMALL
Painting, Wood Work, Tile – Hardwood & Laminate Floors,
Windows, Doors, Electrical, Cable, Phone Lines, Networks,
Home Theatre, Plasma Installation, Central Vacuums, Decks,
Plumbing, Tree Removal, Power Washing, Drywall &
Patching, Trim Work, Minor Roof Repair, Almost everything.
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JACK
Charles Green
ALL T OF
RADES
(570) 504-7476
PENN ESTATES RESIDENT

10% OFF EXTERIOR PAINTING & POWERWASHING

> CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE <

December 2011/January 2012

Fall Festival
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Classifieds
Baby Sitter Available: Day time or night
time, up to 5 years old. For more informa-

WWW.PEPOA.ORG

tion contact Beatrice Chatelain (home)
646-509-4242 / 570-369-4555 (cell) 570223-3079.

PENN ESTATES HARMONY

Penn Estates
Property Owners
Association

December 2011/January 2012
Administration Office hours:
Mon-Sat 8am–4pm
Admin email: pepoa@ptd.net
Board email: board@pepoa.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Buying Cord Wood
A consumer report
By Sean Reilly
If you are thinking of snuggling with loved ones or Fido by the fireside this winter,
then now is the time to buy your firewood. Poconoians buy firewood for heat or romance
or both. Romance can provide it own heat – for free….But we’re talking BTU’s here by
the cord load to keep the frost outside.
So, how much is this fireplace warmth going to cost you? Under state law, wood
sellers can only sell firewood by the “full cord”, or 1/2 or 3/4 cord, etc. This is to protect
you from getting “snookered” by the “truckload” and paying too much. Definition a “cord
of wood” is measured as a stack of wood measuring 4 feet wide, 4 feet high and 8 feet
long. A “full cord” equals 128 cubic feet of stacked wood (4x4x8).
A pick-up
truck can only
hold about a 1/2
cord. Don’t
accept a pick-up
truck as a “full
cord” of wood
or you’ll be
sorely disappointed. Ask the
driver to stack it
if he insists it’s
a full cord. Only
a very big 3/4
ton dump truck
with raised sides
and stacked to
the top can
carry a cord. When you order wood, ask if it is a full cord of split and seasoned (dried)
wood. Prices are getting steep, costing $120 to $150/cord.
When the wood arrives it will generally be dumped in one big pile. You can’t measure
a dumped pile of wood to determine if it’s a cord. NOTE: Logs are generally cut 12” or
15-18” long. Get the driver’s name and written receipt even if you have to write the
receipt out for yourself, and have him sign it.
Since fireplace logs are cut in 12” or 15-18” lengths, you can’t create a 4’ wide stack.
The closest you can get is an approximate 3’ wide stack. A simple way to determine if you
have a cord is to pile up in a stack two or three logs wide equaling 3’. Create a row of logs
3’ wide, 3 1/2’ high and 12 feet long. This equals almost exactly a cord. (It’s 126 vs. 128
cubic ft). If you stack your wood and you are more than a little short (which is almost
always the case), call the wood seller and politely ask that he return with the balance,
consistent’with the Bill of Sale.
Stay Cozy!

3445 Penn Estates
East Stroudsburg, PA 18301
570-421-4265
www.pepoa.org
Laura Jones, Community Manager
laurajones@pepoa.org

Richard Way .................................. President
Gil Flecha .............................. Vice President
Jody Perkin .................................... Secretary
Michele Valerio-Trinkle ............... Treasurer
Directors ........... Gary Conforte, Luna Mishoe,
Patricia Jackson-Scott,
Sean Reilly, Roy Woodson

COMMITTEES
Appeals

Finance

Liaison: Patricia Jackson-Scott
Chair: Keesha Bruno
Meets: First Saturday at 10:00am

Liaison: Michele Valerio-Trinkle
Chair: Neville McDonald
Meets: Fourth Saturday at 9:00am

ARB

Government Relations

Liaison: Patricia Jackson-Scott
Chairs: Nancy Padilla, David Juliano
Meets: Third Saturday at 7:00am

Liaison: Luna Mishoe
Chair: OPEN
Meets: Contact Administration Office

Audit Compliance

Long Range Planning

Liaison: Gil Fletcha
Chair: OPEN
Meets: Contact Administration Office

Liaison: Jody Perkin
Chair: Maureen Robinson
Meets: Contact Administration Office

Buildings, Grounds & Roadways

Nominating & Steering

Liaison: Sean Reilly
Chair: OPEN
Meets: Third Saturday at 8:30am

Liaison: Roy Woodson
Chair: Maureen Robinson
Meets: First Thursday at 7:00pm

Communications

PEUI

Liaison: Sean Reilly
Chair: Nancy Padilla
Meets: Third Saturday at 10:00am

Liaison: Luna Mishoe
Chair: OPEN
Meets: Contact Administration Office

Community Day

Real Estate

Liaison: Gil Flecha
Chairs: Nancy Padilla/David Juliano
Meets: Contact Administration Office

Liaison: Jody Perkin
Chairs: Lucy Jacobsen/Patricia Toombs
Meets: Second Tuesday at 6:15pm

Community Documents

Recreation

Liaison: Luna Mishoe
Chair: Anthony Stevens-Arroyo
Meets: Contact Administration Office

Liaison: Michele Valerio-Trinkle
Chairs: Lucy Jacobsen/Drina Juliano
Meets: Second Thursday at 7:00pm

Community Safety

Wildlife & Forestry

Liaison: Gil Flecha
Chairs: Adrian Martenco/John Baraniuk
Meets: First Saturday at 8:30am

Liaison: Gary Conforte
Chair: Anne Cowles
Meets: Third Tuesday at 7:00pm

Check with the Administration Office to verify times and locations of meetings.

December 2011-January 2012 Community Calendar
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The Cristina Primrose Team

Cristina Primrose
Listing & Marketing
Specialist

December 2011/January 2012

Did you know:
• 64 homes are presently for sale in Penn Estates.
• 37 homes sold in Penn Estates year to date.
• The highest-priced home in Penn Estates sold
for $245,000 year to date.

RESULTS
Route 209 & Glen Lane
Sciota, PA 18354
(570) 992-2700 Office
(570) 402-8508 Direct

PENN ESTATES HARMONY

(Information provided through Pocono Mountain Assoc. of Realtors MLS Service)
Jessica Keller
Buyer’s Agent

• 90% of buyers start their search on the Internet.
• The average age of today’s buyer is 25 years old.

For up-to-date information
from your Penn Estates
Specialists, call today!

Outstanding Agents.
Outstanding Results.

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Experience • Integrity • Professionalism • Results

